
page 1

Neighborhood News - ISSUE #1  2021

Happy New Year and I hoped everyone enjoyed their almost 
snowy holiday. 2020 was one crazy year and I can’t say I am 
sorry to put it behind us. We had great plans to expand on 
what we started in 2019. As the reality of the pandemic set in, 
the board decided to scrap all in-person activities – no Happy 
Hours, quarterly meetings at Westminster, Fall Festival or Tour of 
Homes.  Instead, we focused on infrastructure issues and how to 
help you successfully navigate this challenge. The Membership 
Drive was modified to make it easier to join remotely and you 
responded with one of our most successful drives to date of 
324 households. Maintaining our Patrol was a key focus as 
Brookhaven’s police were pulled in many directions with protests 
and pandemic challenges. In the midst of this, Brookhaven 
installed twelve License Plate readers around and within LaVista 
Park to enhance security. In July we began weekly meetings with 
the Postal Service to address the recurring problems with postal 
delivery and were successful in getting the troublesome postal 
carrier removed from our route and reduced incidents of packages 
not being delivered. Garbage collection became an issue as 
crews became sick, which impacted the number of garbage 
trucks they could field. Weekly reports to Dekalb Sanitation 
attempted to elevate missed locations and get additional pickups. 

A survey of residents was conducted in March to gather input 
on what neighborhood issues need to be addressed and 
improvements you would like to see made. 174 of you responded 
and let us know that repaving roads and addressing traffic 
concerns were paramount. We eagerly followed Brookhaven’s 
evaluation of the infrastructure in LaVista Park and the definition 
of the project list for the Special Tax District. The result of this 
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work is detailed in a separate article in this newsletter.  After the 
rezoning request in for the lots on Bernadette and LaVista, we 
lobbied Brookhaven to move forward with the Character Study to 
help lock in our existing zoning. This work is in its final stages and 
will be implemented at the end of January. In late 2019, we formed 
a coalition with other civic associations in Lindridge Martin Manor, 
Pine Hills, Woodland Hills and Morningside to elevate attention by 
the City of Atlanta to the growing challenge we all face from Urban 
Camps. After skipping the April quarterly meeting, LVPCA joined 
the ZOOM generation, which we hope has let you stay connected. 

So what does 2021 hold? We expect to continue to be in lock-down 
mode until at least the summer. We will continue to follow how well 
vaccinations are going and CDC guidelines, with the hope we can 
restart some of our social activities later in the year. In the meantime, 
we will move forward with integrating with Brookhaven, and a focus 
on maintaining garbage and postal services. Now that we have a 
year’s experience with working with Brookhaven Police, it is time to 
update our security strategy to maximize the impact we can have to 
maintain a safe environment in LaVista Park. The Urban Camps will 
be an ongoing focus as well. Three new areas will be added this 
year. First is defining what it will take to get a sidewalk installed on the 
remaining section of Briarcliff that GDOT will not address in its rebuild 
of the LaVista Road intersection. Second, Brookhaven will be leading 
working with the Atlanta Regional Commission on a Livable Centers 
Initiative (LCI) to look at traffic south of I-85. Lastly, we are going to 
look at ways to add back to our community, such as with food drives. 
Remember that the LaVista Park Civic Association is here 
to represent you. We welcome any feedback on ideas you 
have. Please reach out to me at president@lavistapark.org.

-Larry Hoskins, President

A Message from the LVPCA President
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LVPCA recently received an update from the Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT) on the timeline for 
improvements at the intersection of Lavista and Briarcliff 
Roads. Construction is scheduled to begin Summer 
2021 and is expected to take twelve to eighteen months 
to complete.  The intersection will be expanded and 
reconfigured so that there will be a designated left turn 
lane, an exclusive through lane and a combination thru/
right turn lane in each direction.  Curbs and gutters will 
be designed to improve drainage.  Four-foot-wide bike 
lanes will be added on Briarcliff Road.   Americans With 
Disabilities (ADA) compliant sidewalks will be added 
in all directions and will tie into existing sidewalks, 

improving the safety for LaVista Park residents and others 
who walk in this area.  The intersection improvements 
will complete the sidewalks along Lavista by extending 
the existing sidewalk on the north side of Lavista Road 
from Bernadette to Briarcliff. On Briarcliff, sidewalks 
will be added on the west side of Briarcliff from Lavista 
Road to Wildcliff Parkway.  A map of the proposed 
construction is below.  The LVPCA Board of Directors will 
keep LaVista Park residents informed of the start date 
and any changes to this project as they become known.  
The intersection will remain open during construction.

-AD McNaghten

Lavista/Briarcliff Intersection 
Construction Update
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The Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) is a grant program 
administered by the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC) that incentivizes local jurisdictions to re-envision 
their communities as vibrant, walkable places that offer 
increased mobility options, encourage healthy lifestyles 
and provide improved access to jobs and services.

The LCI program helps pay for planning studies and 
the construction of transportation projects, such as 
sidewalks and intersection improvements, to bring 
those visions to life. The ARC board has allocated 
$345 million through 2050 to fund transportation 
projects resulting from completed LCI studies.

The LCI program is funded with federal transportation 
dollars. The grants cover eighty percent of the cost 
of each study or transportation project, with the 
recipient (Brookhaven) making a twenty percent match.

Program Goals
• Encourage a diversity of housing,    
 employment,  commercial,  shopping and   
 recreation land uses at the transit station, local  
 and regional center level  accessible by people 
 of all ages, abilities and income levels

• Enhance access to a range of travel modes  
 including transit, roadways, walking and biking  
 and increase roadway connectivity to provide  
 optimal access to all uses within the study area

• Foster public-private partnerships and sustained  
 community support through an outreach process  
 that promotes the involvement of all   
 stakeholders, including those historically   
 under-served or underrepresented.

What is a Livable Centers Initiative (LCI)?

In 2021, Brookhaven will kick off and oversee an LCI for 
the North Druid Hills corridor and is contributing $50,000 
to this effort. We are partnering with the North Druid Hills 
Residents Association to encourage Brookhaven to look at 
the area from Clairmont Road to LaVista Road and Briarcliff 
to I-85 so that the study can get a complete look at the 
traffic impacts of new developments by Emory, Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta, and the new Related Group project 
at North Druid and Briarcliff, as well as, cut through traffic 
in LaVista Park. This project will take 2 years to complete. 

At the October 27, 2020, Brookhaven City Council 
Meeting the council approved the Related Group’s 
proposal to rezone and annex the commercial 
properties on the east side of the intersection 
of North Druid Hills Road and Briarcliff Road. 

The rezoning gives the green-light for the creation of 
a mixed-use development including 300 apartments, 
a seven-story hotel, and office and retail buildings at 
the site of the Briarcliff Station shopping center area 
(between Chick-fil-A and Target). It is not yet known 
when construction on the new development will begin. 

The other properties in the annexation includes 
Target, QuikTrip, LensCrafters, Taco Bell, Boston 
Market, Sherwin Williams, and Chick-fil-A.

-AD McNaghten

Zoning Change 
Approved
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Brookhaven completed their final calculations for 
the projects to include in the Special Tax District and 
presented the results in two ZOOM calls with LaVista 
Park residents.  The City Council approved the project 
list as part of approval of the 2021 Brookhaven budget. 
A summary of these projects and their costs are shown in 
the table below. A detailed list of expenses is available 
on the Brookhaven website using the link below:
https://www.brookhavenga.gov/citymanager/
p a g e / l a v i s t a - p a r k - f i n a n c i a l - i m p a c t

*Paving expenses are an estimate and will be finalized once bids for 

the work have been received

Brookhaven Special Tax District Update

PROJECT COST

Evaluations $56,102.16

Roadways* $1,859,511.80

Sidewalks $15,870.00

Police $302,015.96

Storm-water $4,055.20

Total $2,237,555.12
         

SPECIAL TAX DISTRICT PAYBACK TIME
YEAR TAX YEAR REVENUE* EXPENSE BALANCE

1 2020 $400,000.00 $386,199.12 $13,800.88
2 2021 $400,000.00 $1,859,511.80 -$1,437,555.12
3 2022 $400,000.00 $0.00 -$1,037,555.12
4 2023 $400,000.00 $0.00 -$637,555.12
5 2024 $400,000.00 $0.00 -$237,555.12
6 2025 $237,555.12 $0.00 $0.00

TOTALS  $2,237,555.12 $2,237,555.12
         

The largest project expense is repaving roads. The 
nine worst roads within LaVista Park were identified for 
repaving, which will bring the average road condition 
in LaVista Park up to the average of Brookhaven. 
The streets that will be repaved this spring are:
Brook Forest  Merriman
Brook Valley  Sheridan Court
Citadel   Vista Valley
Longwood Trace Wild Creek Trail
Mayfair

Property owners on these streets were sent an initial 
letter notifying them of this work. As dates are firmed 
up for the work to begin in the spring, a second letter 
will be sent with more specific dates. The remaining 
streets will be added to the Brookhaven’s pool of 
streets for repaving in 2022 and subsequent years.

The timeline for paying off the balance of the Special 
Tax District is detailed in the table below. Note that this 
assumed no increase in property values. As property 
values rise, Brookhaven will collect more funding 
and apply it to the outstanding balance, which could 
accelerate how quickly the balance is paid off. Once the 
balance is paid off, the Special Tax District will be closed, 
and our overall Brookhaven property tax rate will drop to 
the same as the rest of the City of Brookhaven residents.

https://www.brookhavenga.gov/citymanager/page/lavista-park-financial-impact
https://www.brookhavenga.gov/citymanager/page/lavista-park-financial-impact
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Crime Tracking
Our crime tracking data now has 9 quarters of data as reported to Dekalb County Police through the crimemapping.com database and from 
Brookhaven Police. The chart below shows the breakout by crime within the area of the LaVista Park Patrol by quarter and then a summary for 
the apartment and commercial areas by quarter so that you can see the total crime picture and the impact of the Patrol. During 2020 we saw a 
spike in crime in the first quarter and then a steep decline in the second quarter with the quarantine. The third and fourth quarters have seen a 
return to our typical levels in the residential area. The apartment and commercial areas have seen a steady increase in activity in the second half 
of the year along the perimeter on Chantilly, Briarcliff and LaVista. Most of this activity has been related to theft of cars, from cars and apartments 
and shoplifting. There has also been an increase in hit and runs, speeding and running stop signs as a result of lesser traffic. Please continue 
to be vigilant of your surroundings and secure your property and vehicles. If at see a crime or the results of one, please call 911 first and then 
the Patrol at 404-827-8635. If you are using a cell phone, be sure to download the SMART 911 app and register your phone. This ties your 
cell phone to a specific address instead of the cell tower you are using. This will get you routed more quickly to the correct police responders.

The chart below shows the activities the Patrol conducted by quarter for the last two years. In looking at the trend of their activity, we saw a 
marked increase in the number of suspicious people in the fourth quarter of 2019 and have seen a steady decline since then as more residents 
are staying home and the word gets out that the Patrol is in place. Because of the longevity in the job (most of our officers have been with us 
over 10 years) and familiarity with residents, they know who should be in the area. Our Patrol is working well in partnering with Brookhaven 
Police with the three arrest assists in the last quarter. More members used the Patrol last quarter to hide packages in the busy holiday season.

 LaVista Park Patrol Activities                                             
Activity Q1 2019 Q2 2019 Q3 2019 Q4 2019 Q1 2020 Q2 2020 Q3 2020 Q4 2020

House Checks 404 325 292 441 373 370 340 310

Stops 5 18 37 54 31 29 24 21

Resident Contacts 49 63 0 0 0 0 8 63

Package Assists 21 30 11 20 7 33

Alarms 0 0 19 20 16 21 12 22

Brookhaven PD Assists 11 5 4

Abandoned Cars 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0

Arrest Assist 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 3

Hit & Run 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
         

 LaVista Park Crime Tracking                                          
TYPE OF CRIME Q4 2018 Q1 2019 Q2 2019 Q3 2019 Q4 2019 Q1 2020 Q2 2020 Q3 2020 Q4 2020

Assault/Battery 2 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 0

Auto Accident 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Auto Theft 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Criminal Trespass 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Domestic Dispute 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Fraud 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 2

Loitering 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2

Mail Theft 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

Property Damage 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

Residential Burglary 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

Terroristic Threats 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Theft 1 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0

Theft from Vehicle 3 0 4 0 0 2 0 3 2

Vandalism 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2

LVP PATROL AREA 7 5 8 1 3 11 0 9 9

Apartments/Comm’l 20 18 19 23 17 30 15 24 51

Total Crimes 27 23 27 24 20 41 15 33 59
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A law that stops Georgians from receiving unexpected 
medical bills became effective January 1, 2021.  
The Surprise Billing Consumer Protection Act stops 
patients from being charged for out-of-network health 
care services.  The legislation received bipartisan 
approval from the General Assembly in June and has 
been applauded by many in the medical community. 

Georgia is among thirty states that have enacted 
surprise billing legislation, according to data from the 
Commonwealth Fund.  Surprise bills often are a result 
of emergency room or urgent care visits when patients 
go to facilities that are covered by their insurance plans 
but are treated by a physician or medical professional 
who is not within the insurer’s network.  The insurance 
company could opt out of paying for the services, and 
patients could end up being billed by the provider.

Kaiser Foundation researchers found an average of 
thirteen percent of emergency room visits in Georgia in 
2017 resulted in at least one out-of-network charge.  The 
Surprise Billing Consumer Protection Act removes patients 
from the process and allows the medical provider to bill 
the insurance company directly. Insurance companies 

now have the option to negotiate the price through an 
arbitrator, a qualified third-party medical professional who 
will review the claim.  According to the Taxpayers Protection 
Alliance, blocking surprise bills also can reduce government 
spending on health care, especially on public-funded plans.

After examining data from a commercial insurance company, 
Yale University researchers estimated resolving the issue 
could have decreased health spending by $40 billion for 
the tens of millions of Americans the company covered.

Another medical consumer protection law regarding medical 
pricing protection went into effect on January 1, 2021, as 
well.  It also was signed into law by the governor in July 
after bipartisan support from the Georgia Legislature. It 
blocks certain insurers from charging excessive co-payments. 
Co-payments must serve as “an incentive rather than a 
barrier to access appropriate care” and “must not unfairly 
deny necessary health care services,” according to the law.

(This article was published by The Center Square on 
December 30, 2020, and was written by Nyamekye 
Daniel. It is reprinted with the permission of the author.)

Surprise Medical Bill Legislation
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Jay and his partner (Jeremy Burns) purchased their 
home on Beech Haven Road in 2020.  Jay has lived a 
little bit everywhere, telling people he is Colorado-born 
(Colorado Springs), Virginia-raised (Harrisonburg), and 
Georgia-grown (Rome).  He moved to Atlanta in 2017.

Jay serves as the Director of Communication at East 
Cobb United Methodist Church.  Prior to that he worked 
as the Community Curator for Chapel Roswell at Roswell 
United Methodist Church and an event coordinator at 
The University of Georgia.  Jay holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Journalism from the University of Georgia and is 
currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Divinity at Emory.

You can find Jay walking and running in the 
neighborhood with their new puppy, Maggie, almost 
daily.  He loves a good wine and enjoys watching 
movies and spending time with friends.  As for why they 
chose LaVista Park, Jay says “it is one of the prettiest and 
friendliest neighborhoods in the Atlanta-Metro area.”

Katie grew up in a rural area just north of Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Katie has a Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering from Lafayette College and a Master 
of Science in Bioengineering from Georgia Tech.  
Katie’s husband (Matt Sobieski) has lived in LaVista 
Park since 2012, and she moved from Midtown 
to join him in 2018. They live on Sheridan Road. 

Katie works in the field of medical device development 
and has worked at two local Atlanta startups focused on 
orthopedic implant and instrument design.  For hobbies, 
Katie enjoys making her own soap, gardening, and has 
recently taken up quilting to pass the days in quarantine.  

As a Board member Katie focus is to increase engagement 
with the community through regular activities and 
outreach initiatives.  Katie serves as the Vice President 
for Section 4.  Her email is vp4@lavistapark.org.

Board Member Spotlight - Jay Horton

Board Member Spotlight - Katie Pitz

As a Board member Jay wants to use his time and skills 
to bring about a greater sense of community and positive 
identity to the neighborhood.  Jay is Vice President - 
Section 1 and can be contacted at vp1@lavistapark.org
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The City of Brookhaven Tree Ordinance is officially recognized 
as Article III- Tree Preservation and Maintenance in Chapter 14- 
Land Development and Subdivisions of the Code of the City of 
Brookhaven.  The Code is accessible to the public, and the link to the 
Tree Ordinance is:
https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_
ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14LADESU_ARTIIITRPRMA

The Tree Ordinance is currently undergoing a revision and rewrite 
process, which will result in a new Tree Ordinance being adopted 
by the City in June of 2021.  Below is a summation the most relevant 
parts of the current Tree Ordinance for Brookhaven homeowners and 
residents.  All parts will be subject to change with the new ordinance.

For the purposes of this guide, it will be helpful to visit the 
Tree Ordinance online and familiarize with Section 14-
47.  This section lists scientifically and economically proven 
benefits of trees.  It also provides definitions of terms and 
phrases that are unique to arboriculture and/or tree laws. 

• Sec. 14-49 (3) Minimum tree density for new-single 
family residential homes:  120 inches per acre (which 
theoretically translates into 45% tree canopy coverage) for 
5 years from the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy

Arborist’s Explanation- Tree “inches” refers to a tree’s diameter 
measured at ‘breast height’, or DBH.  Diameter measured at 
4.5’ has become the industry standard height from which to 
measure.  If you have a standard flexible measuring tape, dividing 
the measured number by 3.14 will give the DBH.  The required 
120 inches is cumulative for the diameter of all preserved and/
or planted trees on a lot with a new home.  Only native and 
high-value trees with no invasive qualities in the ecosystem 
are approved to be counted towards the minimum density 
requirement.  Additionally, all invasive vining plants such as 
English Ivy must be removed from trees without damage to the bark.

Example- For an average quarter acre lot in Brookhaven, 
the minimum tree density required will be 30 
cumulative inches. (120” x .25 acres = 30”) 

• Sec. 14-49 (4) (c) Front Yard Tree Requirement:  At least 
one City-approved tree species to be preserved or planted in 
all front yard areas ranging from 2,500 square feet to 4,500 
sq. ft, and at least two overstory tree species to be preserved 
or planted in front yard areas greater than 4,500 sq. ft. 

Arborist’s Explanation- This code section is intended to:
1) preserve the aesthetic contributions of medium and 
large trees along Brookhaven streets and sidewalks,
2) to mitigate the spring and summer heat absorption of asphalt 
pavement (for cooling effect of the greater area and to afford 
pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers some shade along their routes),
3) storm-water mitigation, especially along paved or compacted 
surfaces 

• Sec. 14-51 (b) (1-9) Specimen Trees:  Specimen trees are 

A Brookhaven Resident’s Guide to the Tree Ordinance
determined by species, size, and condition.  A tree must meet all 
criteria to qualify as a specimen tree.  If it is determined that a tree 
is a specimen tree (2-4 guide the determination), 1; 5-9 guide its 
preservation or removal requirements.

Arborist’s Explanation- This code section is intended to preserve some 
of the oldest and largest trees in Brookhaven that are providing the 
proven benefits of trees to the fullest capacity.  It also establishes 
the recompense system for removals, whereby fees are paid into 
the Brookhaven Tree Fund.  All money in the Tree Fund is spent on 
tree health care, transplants, and new plantings on Brookhaven 
properties, which are predominantly parks and natural areas.

Example- A healthy White Oak (Quercus alba) that has a DBH of 
28” is a specimen tree.  There are many species in Brookhaven 
that potentially qualify as specimen trees. 

• Sec. 14-48 (1) Tree removals for single-family residential lots:  3 
live tree removals per calendar years are permissible so long as the 
minimum tree density is maintained (60 inches per acre after 5 years of 
Certificate of Occupancy) and none of the trees qualify as specimen trees.  

Arborist’s Explanation- A tree removal permit is required for all tree 
removals.  Permit applications can be submitted online through the 
Brookhaven Project Portal.  All tree removal contractors must have the 
permit approved and issued by the City in hand/on site when conducting 
tree removals.  The property owner and tree removal contractor can be 
issued a citation and court summons for all unpermitted tree removals.
*Exception- emergency removals, whereby notification to the 
City of all emergency tree removals must be provided day 
of or retroactively with sufficient documentation. 
 
Fines for each unpermitted tree removal on a property are 
$1,000.00.

Maintaining and managing some healthy trees in your yard is 
a highly effective way to increase the value of your home and 
property and to reap the benefits of shade, energy savings, and 
storm-water mitigation.  All these positive attributes subsequently 
extend to the Brookhaven community and the Atlanta urban forest.

Here are some helpful resources to preserve this investment in your 
property and your community:

Georgia Tree Owner’s Manual
https://gatreecouncil.org/what-we-do/resources/educational-
resources/tree-owners-manual.html

Homeowner’s Role in Maintaining the Urban Forest
https://gatrees.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Homeowners-
Role-in-Maintaining-the-Urban-Forest.pdf

National Tree Benefits Calculator
www.treebenefits.com/calculator/

Bartlett Tree Experts- Soil for Urban Tree Planting (a soil guide for 
harsh urban conditions)

(This article was contributed by Jeff Dadisman, Tree Canopy Preservation Program Manager with the City of Brookhaven)

https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14LADESU_ARTII
https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14LADESU_ARTII
https://gatreecouncil.org/what-we-do/resources/educational-resources/tree-owners-manual.html 
https://gatreecouncil.org/what-we-do/resources/educational-resources/tree-owners-manual.html 
https://gatrees.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Homeowners-Role-in-Maintaining-the-Urban-Forest.pdf
https://gatrees.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Homeowners-Role-in-Maintaining-the-Urban-Forest.pdf
http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/
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3 Italian Sausage links, skinned (hot-mild or sweet – your choice)
5 ounces stracchino cheese (usually found in specialty cheese depts. or use mascarpone or taleggio as substitute)
4-6 slices crusty style bread (like a French baguette or Tuscan loaf)
Pinch of salt
 
Preheat oven to 350F
Crumble sausage in bowl and mix with soft cheese.
Add pinch of salt to mixture
Spread generously on bread slices and place on baking sheet. Bake for 15 minutes. Serve immediately from oven.
 
This makes a very popular appetizer if spread on smaller crostini

1 lb linguini
4 tablespoons butter
6 tablespoons olive oil
2-3 shallots diced
2 garlic cloves minced
1-1½ lbs of shrimp – 
     peeled and deveined (prefer large to jumbo)
Salt and pepper to taste 
     & red pepper flakes if you prefer a little kick
Juice and zest of one whole lemon
1 cup dry white wine
Chopped fresh basil for garnish
 

Sausage Crostini

Shrimp Scampi with Linguini

1/2 cup heavy cream
4 tablespoons confectioner sugar
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
4 ounces semisweet chocolate chips
1 to 2 tablespoons coffee liqueur (Kahlua) – I tend to go with more is better
 
Combine cream, sugar, butter in small saucepan over medium-high heat and bring to a low boil
Remove from heat and add chocolate and let sit for a minute – then whisk til smooth
Add the Kahlua and stir to combine
 
Let cool – will keep in fridge for up to 2 weeks.
 
Serve this over your favorite pound cake, ice cream or add a tablespoon or 2 to your coffee

(The above recipes were contributed by LaVista Park resident, Randy Penberg)

Mocha Fudge Sauce

Prepare linguini as directed on package 
 (generously salt your water when making pasta)
In a large skillet melt 2 tablespoons butter and 3 tablespoons olive oil
Sauté the shallots, garlic and optional red pepper flakes 3-5 min
Add shrimp to pan with salt and pepper – cook until pink (less than 5 minutes)
Remove shrimp from pan and keep warm
Add wine, lemon juice and zest to pan and bring to boil
Add the remaining butter and olive oil to pan (lower heat) – add shrimp when 
butter has melted
 
Add cooked pasta to the pan and toss thoroughly – top with chopped basil 
prior to serving.
 
Serve immediately with grated parmesan and more olive oil for drizzling.
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https://gretaholland.atlcommunities.com/
https://www.facebook.com/greta.holland
https://www.facebook.com/greta.holland
http://@greta_holland_atlanta
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Sheila Segal moved to LaVista Park just over thirty years ago.  It 
was supposed to be a temporary residence, but when it came 
time to move, she realized that she loved the neighborhood and 
particularly loved the sense of community the neighborhood had.

Sheila grew up in Philadelphia. She married, moved to California, 
divorced, and came to Atlanta in the 1970s because her 
brother lived in Atlanta.   Her first job was an X-Ray technician, 
but dissatisfaction led her back to school.  She graduated 
with a degree in management from Georgia State in 1980.

In 1980, Coca-Cola was in the wine business.  Sheila got a job 
with The Wine Spectrum, learned a lot about wine, and became the 
Southeast Sales Manager for Sterling Vineyards, which was owned 
by Coke at the time.  When Coke sold their wine interests to Seagram’s, 
Sheila moved to Chicago to take a position with Seagram’s as The 
Central Division on Premise Manager.  Sheila learned a lot more 
about wine, restaurants, and bars during her time with Seagram’s. 

She moved back to Atlanta in 1989 and purchased her home on 
Mayfair Drive in LaVista Park.   She returned to radiology, doing MRIs 
and mammography before tumbling into a position as a recruiter 
specializing in hi-tech and engineering placements.  She retired in 2008

She is a library goer and reader. She volunteers at the Midtown 
Assistance Center for the working poor and plays bridge.  She 
also walks the neighborhood, which she says has allowed her to 
meet many of our residents over the years.  She no longer hikes 
but enjoys the many trails in the area. However, she admits the 
hills in the neighborhood have made that more difficult in recent 
years.  She serves on several committees at the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute (OLLI) at Emory, as well taking classes there

Shortly after moving to LaVista Park, she joined the Civic 
Association board leading to her first term as president in 1998-
1999, followed by a second two-year term in 2005-2006. 

1998 was a difficult time because there were many break-ins, 
unwanted door to door solicitations, and even a rape.  It was at 
this time that the LaVista Park Patrol was envisioned and started 
in June 1998.  After this, crime went down, and the door-to-
door solicitations almost completely ceased.  Sheila considers the 
patrol one of the most important things the Association did.  Even 
today, years after its establishment, it is still one of the most vital 
services the Association offers for the neighborhood.  She notes 
that they are Dekalb police officers, and they are listening on their 
scanners 24/7.  They know what is happening in LaVista Park. 

Neighbor Spotlight - Sheila Segal

Sheila also remembers that the neighborhood was having 
a lot of trouble with the quality of the telephone landline 
service (no cell phones at this time).  Individuals had been 
complaining to BellSouth for years, but nothing was done.  
Using the power of the Association she was able to get 
BellSouth to completely rewire the entire neighborhood.  

Another problem the Association tackled was the damage 
and disturbance MARTA busses were causing going down 
Citadel.  A house-by-house survey was done, and it found 
that only a very few residents used MARTA, and those that 
did so infrequently.  Again, because of the Association, she 
and others were able to get the busses removed from Citadel.  

During her second term in 2005, LVPCA stopped the DeKalb County 
School Board from turning Briarcliff High School (across N. Druid 
Hills from Target) into an alternative school for troubled students.  
After that, in 2006 the school board wanted to sell the site, which 
included Adams Memorial Stadium and Kittredge Elementary 
School, to a Florida developer for multi-use development.  There 
was strong community-wide opposition to the project and the 
school board eventually scuttled the deal.  Sheila sees this as 
another important reason why civic associations are so important 
to a community.  Without the opposition from LaVista Park 
Civic Association and other nearby neighborhood associations, 
the school board would have simply ignored the individual 
protests of the local residents.  The stadium is still in use today, 
and the school buildings have been used for television/movie 
productions.  There were plans to construct the new Cross Keys 
High School on this site, but in January 2020, the school board 
cut funding for the construction, electing to come up with a more 
comprehensive plan which may or may not include this property.

A fun thing that occurred during her first term was changing the 
annual picnic to a LaVista Park Festival.  The Park was being cleaned 
up.  It had been a drug hangout before the Patrol was initiated.  
The playground was then located in the lower part of the park and 
experienced flooding.  It took over ten years, lots of grants, and the 
help of many residents, but the park was updated, the playground 
moved, and the walking path established. Now the Association 
has a Park coordinator (Donna Newman) and a lot of volunteers, 
including goats who maintain the area, which make it a go-to place.

Sheila has seen many changes in her thirty years living in LaVista 
Park.  In the 1950s LaVista Park was a neighborhood of young 
(continued on next page)
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Piedmont Physicians at 
North Druid Hills and you.
The start of a very healthy 
relationship.

Piedmont Physicians 
at North Druid Hills 
2171 LaVista Road • Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30329

To make a same-day appointment, 
visit piedmont.org

Darren Shoyer, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Mary Dampier, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Bill Golden 
LaVista Park Homeowner 
since 1996 
Intown Realtor for 30+ years

404.295.6270 

1125 Wild Creek Trail 

Bill@BillGoldenHomes.com 

BillGoldenHomes.com 

@billgoldenhomes

Re/Max Around Atlanta

virtual public 
relations firm
Drew Plant, LaVista Park homeowner since 2002 

6 7 8 . 6 3 7 . 5 5 3 2 

www.PlantCommunications.com

families.  As was usual in the 1960s, many families moved to 
the suburbs. That was the time when the gay community started 
moving in and updating and improving the neighborhood.  For 
a long time, there were very few children in the area.  But as 
families started moving back, they paid attention to improving the 
schools.  Today, not only have home values escalated, the number 
of children has increased.  Sheila feels LaVista Park is fortunate to 
be such a diversified neighborhood, both age-wise and culturally.  

When it came to the issue of staying in unincorporated DeKalb or 
becoming part of a new or existing city, Shelia did her homework. 
There were many issues to consider, but she says that two really 
swayed her. The first was the development of Executive Park.  She 
felt that not being in the City of Brookhaven would not get the 

neighborhood a seat at the table, so to speak, when it comes to the 
redevelopment of the area.  The other was the taxes.  Going into 
the City of Atlanta would have eliminated her senior exemption.  
Brookhaven was the only way to go, and she supported that successful 
endeavor, helping canvas neighbors for signatures.  Again, she 
credits the Association for its work in providing information to our 
residents and completing the petition to the City of Brookhaven.

As she looks back at what was supposed to be a very temporary 
housing situation, she revels in the fact that she lives in a 
neighborhood that is akin to a family.  If she needs help with anything, 
all she has to do is call a neighbor, and they will gladly come help.  
Many of us probably feel the exact same way.  But she still asks, 
“Do you have a little green sign in your yard?  If not, why not?”

(continued from previouis page)
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Bradford Smith
REALTOR®
Homeowner and resident of Lavista Park

Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s International Realty 
1555 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30309
d. 404.210.4141     f. 404.835.5812
o. 404.874.0300
bradfordsmith@atlantafinehomes.com
atlantafinehomes.com

©MMXIX Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service 
marks used with permission. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

                AUTHENTIC THAI FOOD                     EXOTIC JAPANESE FOOD

                      Cheshire Square Shopping Center
                            2345 Cheshire Bridge Road
                                        404.325.6963

https://www.theperfectproperty.com
https://birdeye.com/the-perfect-property-real-estate-team-keller-williams-realty-159655950495192
https://www.buzzsprout.com/382945/1279825
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Now that the short, dark days of winter are here, 
Georgia’s second hummingbird season has arrived.

During the winter months Georgia has more different species 
of hummingbirds than at any other time of the year. In fact, 
most of the hummingbirds seen during this, the coldest 
time of the year, are only seen in our state during this time.

When Georgia’s Nongame-Endangered Wildlife Program 
(now known as the Nongame Conservation Section) began 
researching hummingbirds in 1988, only two species of 
hummingbirds were known to occur in the state. These were 
the ruby-throated and rufous. One of the major reasons 
for this was that most people took their hummingbird 
feeders down in September or October. This was done 
under the mistaken yet popular belief that if they left 
their feeders up longer, hummingbirds would not migrate 
and subsequently die with the onset of cold weather.

Research has shown that nothing could be further from the truth. 
You simply can’t stop hummingbirds from migrating with food. 
Hummingbirds migrate in response to declining day length, 
not food abundance. As the days grow shorter, chemical 
changes take place in the tiny birds’ bodies. This triggers the 
birds to go on a feeding binge. Their goal is to store as much 
food fuel as possible to make their fall migration. This fuel is 
stored as fat. Each bird needs at least 3/40th of an ounce 
of fat just to fuel their migration across the Gulf of Mexico.

Hummingbirds can weather temperatures that dip into the 
teens and below. They accomplish this, in part, because 
they can go into torpor. When in torpor, a hummingbird’s 
heart and breathing rates and body temperature all drop 
dramatically. These dramatic changes reduce the amount 
of energy the birds need to survive frigid temperatures.

Wintering hummingbirds eat a variety of foods. In addition 
to the sugar water we put out for them, they consume nectar 
found in winter-blooming flowers such as leatherleaf mahonia. 
On warmer winter days, hummingbirds will also dine on 
small insects that periodically hatch throughout the winter 
months.  Another important source of food is provided by the 
yellow-bellied sapsucker. This unusual woodpecker is a winter 

Winter and Hummingbirds

resident throughout the state. It excavates tiny holes in living trees. 
When sap wells up in these holes, the sapsucker licks up the 
sweet fluid with the aid of a brush-like structure on the tip of its bill. 
Other animals such as butterflies, squirrels, Carolina chickadees 
and hummingbirds long ago discovered this source of food.

Once Nongame and other organizations got the word out that folks 
should keep at least one feeder out throughout the fall and winter 
months, the list of hummingbirds seen in Georgia began to lengthen.

The rufous hummingbird holds the title of being the most 
commonly seen hummingbird throughout the winter in Georgia. 
This bird is no stranger to the cold. It nests as far north as 
southeastern Alaska.  For decades increasingly greater numbers 
of these birds have been seen wintering throughout the Southeast.

The list of other hummingbirds seen here from time to time during 
the winter includes the black-chinned, calliope, Anna’s, Allen’s, 
broad-tailed, broad-billed, magnificent, buff-bellied and green-
breasted mango. 

The best way for you to spot a wintering hummingbird is to leave at 
least one feeder up throughout the winter.  It’s been a busy winter 
hummingbird season thus far according to the Georgia Hummers 
organization, which keeps track of reported sightings.  Fill your feeder 
about half full of nectar then sit back and wait.  In some instances, 
the winter hummingbirds stay until spring.  In addition, some birds 
return to the same backyard or neighborhood year after year.

(This article was condensed from an article published on 
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources website -  
https://georgiawildlife.com/out-my-backdoor-
georgia%e2%80%99s-second-hummingbird-season) 
by Terry W. Johnson.  It is reprinted with permission.)

https://georgiawildlife.com/out-my-backdoor-georgia%e2%80%99s-second-hummingbird-season
https://georgiawildlife.com/out-my-backdoor-georgia%e2%80%99s-second-hummingbird-season
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LUXURY & MODERN EXPERTS
YOUR LAVISTA PARK 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It is an honor to have become such an integral part of Lavista 
Park's success. 

Having led all agents in total sales volume in Lavista Park last 
year (over $10M+) and having secured 3 of the top 5 sales in 
Lavista Park so far this year we are excited to have become the 
go-to experts for luxury properties and modern homes here in 
Lavista Park.  

We have worked very hard to increase property values in the 
neighborhood and proudly boast the 2nd highest EVER sale in 
Lavista Park with the sale of 1302 Brook Forest Dr last year.

And we are excited that within the next few months we expect 
to take over the record for most ever $1M+ sales EVER in the 
history of Lavista Park. 

Agent/Team bio
headline here

Linda Bogart Jacobs offers a compassionate and 
knowledgeable approach to real estate that is 
centered on handling challenges in a non-reactive 
manner and offering new perspectives on any 
situation. She thrives on the opportunity to work with 
people and is driven to succeed, both for herself and 
her clients. Que et et rem aut adi tem asitatio. Ut iur 
sincte de natia quia natistiunt veliquae con 
nusdamet ut am et volesequia conserr ovidernatem 
ut aut qui des sit fugite voluptatur reseris acerum adi 
rero beaqui officiaepudi omniae erferfercid estiant 
es dolestiati officae omnihicaepra Ignam aut audam 
quossun dusandae ne ea corit estiorectur, quam que 
as utem volland aestrum quunt, quod quas et et, 
omnit autasit aquaess eriost, consed etur, 
consequiam

#1 In Lavista 
#1 in Lavista Park in 2019
with over $10M+ sold

2020 Success
We already have 3 of the top 
5 sales in Lavista in 2020

Records
2nd Highest Ever Sale in 
Lavista ($1.55M) in 2019

Matthew Doyle

Doyle | Goodrowe 
Co-Founder & Principal 
(561) 707-6139
matthew.doyle@compass.com

David Goodrowe

Doyle | Goodrowe 
Co-Founder & Principal  
404.333.3190 
david.goodrowe@compass.com

Compass Georgia, LLC is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting
or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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In 2020 we have seen an increase in the size of the urban 
camps nearby. These are all located within the City of Atlanta 
and Fulton County, which means we need to work with the 
City of Atlanta to address them. Past efforts to address camps 
like this have focused more on arresting the residents on a 
misdemeanor charge, which resulted in a short-term stay in jail 
before they returned to the same area. None of the effort dealt 
with the root cause that drove them to be in the urban camp.  

The City of Atlanta has embarked on a different approach, in 
partnership with the nonprofit Partners for Home, to address 
the underlying cause. This program seeks to offer free 
housing for a year to anyone that is homeless or approaching 
homelessness. Once in housing, they will work with them to 
address their issues driving their homelessness, like addiction, 
mental illness, etc., with the goal of getting them to a point 
where they can support themselves. The City has designated 
$18 million from Cares Act funding to help jumpstart this effort.  

The program starts with representatives from Partners for Home 
visiting an urban camp weekly for four weeks to build trust with 
residents and identify their needs while explaining the program 
and letting them know that the camp will be cleared on a 

Status on Urban Camps

designated date. On that date, they visit the camp and bring those 
willing to participate to a hotel as an interim step before selecting a 
long-term apartment. This is different from a shelter in that they each 
get their own space, which addresses safety and health concerns 
many have with shelters. Those that choose not to participate 
are required to leave the urban camp location. Crews from the 
Public Works department then come in and remove any trash and 
debris left behind. To discourage any future urban camp in that 
location, Public Works employees install a deterrent, such as large 
boulders or riprap, that make it difficult for anyone to camp there.

The City of Atlanta began this approach on December 7, 2020 
at the camps located in our area underneath the I-85 overpass 
at Cheshire Bridge, the I-85 access road at Cheshire Bridge, 
underneath the bridge on Cheshire Bridge, and on the hill at Buford 
Highway and Sidney Marcus. As we were going to press with this 
Newsletter, crews began the clearing process on January 7th.

Homelessness is an issue that will be an increasing challenge 
as the fallout from the pandemic increases. If you wish 
to help with the work that Partners for Home is engaged 
in, you can make a tax- deductible contribution through 
their website Donate - https://partnersforhome.org/

Scan This QR Code to Join LVPCA
When you scan this QR code using your phone or tablet, it will take you straight to the 
LVPCA membership page where you can pay via PayPal. 

If you don’t have a QR Code reader, you can download it as a free app for Apple and 
Android products through iTunes App Store and Google Play.

 

https://partnersforhome.org/
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President 
Larry Hoskins, president@lavistapark.org 
Executive Vice President 
John Petrini, execvp@lavistapark.org 
Secretary 
Irma Navarro-Brown, secretary@lavistapark.org 
Registrar 
Mike Principino, registrar@lavistapark.org 
Treasurer 
Marsha Hanus, treasurer@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 1 
Jay Horton,  vp1@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 2 
Steve Osunsami, vp2@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 3 
Juli St George, vp3@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 4 
Katie PItz, vp4@lavistapark.org 
Patrol Coordinator 
Andy More, watch@lavistapark.org 
Zoning Coordinators 
AD McNaghten, zoning@lavistapark.org 
Park Coordinator 
Donna Newman, LVPark@lavistapark.org 
Webmaster 
Bob Owen, technology@lavistapark.org

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency  911
Animal Services – Stray Animals  404-294-2996
Drainage Problems 404-297-3840
Code Enforcement  
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, code@brookhavenga.gov, 
                       or Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 770-724-7940
DeKalb Rape Crisis Center 404-377-2428
Driver’s License 678-423-8400
General Information 404-371-2000
Marta Complaint Line 404-848-4800
Potholes
     Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 404-297-3840
Sanitation 404-294-2900
Property Tax 404-298-4000
Traffic Signal Malfunction 404-297-3929
Trees Down 
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0540
    Dekalb: 404-297-3840
Voter Registration 404-298-4020
Water Billing 404-378-4475
Zoning 
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 404-371-4915
 

United States Senate
Raphael Warnock, Senator-elect
Jon Ossoff, Senator-elect
(202) 224-2131 (Senate Switchboard)

United States Representative – 5th Congressional District
Nikema Williams (202) 225-3801
https://nikemawilliams.house.gov/contact

Governor
Brian Kemp  (404) 656-1776
https://georgia.gov/contact-georgiagov

Georgia State Senate – District 42
Elena Parent  (404) 656-5109
elena.parent@senate.ga.gov

Georgia State House of Representatives – District 82
Mary Margaret Oliver (404) 377-0485
mary.oliver@house.ga.gov

Georgia State House of Representatives – District 83
Becky Evans  (404) 656-0109
becky.evans@house.ga.gov

Mayor – City of Brookhaven
John A. Ernst, Jr.  (404) 637-0710 
john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov

City Manager – City of Brookhaven
Christian Sigman (404) 637-0513 
christian.sigman@brookhavenga.gov

City Council – City of Brookhaven – District 4
Joe Gebbia  (404) 637-0718 
joe.gebbia@brookhavenga.gov

Dekalb County School Board – District 2
Marshall D. Orson (678) 676-0027
 
Brookhaven City Hall 
4362 Peachtree Road NE  
(404) 637-0500
Brookhaven, Georgia 30319

LVP Security Patrol (404)  827-8635

If you see a crime in progress, or something that just looks suspicious 
or out of place, your first call should ALWAYS be to 911. The Patrol 
works limited hours and may or may not be on duty. The patrol does 
have a dedicated phone line on which you can leave a message.

LVPCA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO

mailto:president@lavistapark.org
mailto:execvp@lavistapark.org
mailto:registrar@lavistapark.org
mailto:treasurer@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp1@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp2@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp3@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp4@lavistapark.org
mailto:watch@lavistapark.org
mailto:zoning@lavistapark.org
mailto:LVPark@lavistapark.org
mailto:technology@lavistapark.org
https://nikemawilliams.house.gov/contact 
https://georgia.gov/contact-georgiagov
http://elena.parent@senate.ga.gov
http://mary.oliver@house.ga.gov 
http://becky.evans@house.ga.gov
http://john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov 
http://christian.sigman@brookhavenga.gov
http://joe.gebbia@brookhavenga.gov
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This newsletter reaches 650 households. You can advertise 
your business or services for $35 per issue, or 4 ads for 
$100. All advertising will be limited to business card size 
(vertical or horizontal.) Camera-ready art must be submitted 
in one of the following electronic file formats: TIFF, EPS, PDF
Newsletter Published Quarterly
Editor:   Dennis Bickham, editor@lavistapark.org  
Design:  wendyodesigns@gmail.com

Level Friend Contact Incentive

PLATINUM Jackson Bass Homes 404-694-4663
jackson@jacksonbasshomes.com

Free Home Staging Consultation with 
Interior Designer with Listing

DOYLE / GOODROWE – 
CURATED LIVING

David Goodrowe: 404.333.3190                                                  
Matthew Doyle     561.707.6139 

Piedmont Physicians 
of North Druid Hills

2171 Lavista Rd, Suite 100
404-982-8009

Peachtree Creek Animal Hospital 2171 LaVista Rd, Suite 100                                                                            
404.982.8009 Free nail trim

GOLD Atlanta Pride Massage www.atlantapridemassage.com                                          
Receive a FREE upgrade to a 75 
minute massage for the price of 60 
minutes.

EATaliano 2480 Briarcliff Rd   404.321.2111                                             10% off bill

Mellow Mushroom Emory 1679 LaVista Rd    404.325.0330                                                     10% discount 
(not to be combined with other offers)

Rain Thai and Sushi Bar 2345 Cheshire Bridge Rd. 404.325.6963                            $5 off on purchases of $40 or more

SILVER Athletic Club  North East 1515 Sheridan Road      404.325.2700                                       2 personal coaching sessions for new 
members

Delias Chicken Sausage Stand 489 Moreland Ave SE 404.474.9651                     
881 Marietta St  404.254.0408 quarterly meeting catering

K & M Foreign & Domestic Auto Repair 2195 Briarcliff Rd    404.633.1677                                              10% off all products and services

Next Age Fitness 1602 Lavista Rd     404.325.2524                                                10% off purchase of 5 workouts

Nicola's Restaurant 1602 Lavista Rd     404.325.2524                                                10% off bill

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Garbage & Recycling
Friends Program – SHOW YOUR CARD
One of the benefits of membership in the LaVista Park Civic 
Association are the incentives offered by the Friends of Lavista Park. 
These 12 local businesses have made contributions to our civic 
association to be good neighbors who support our mission as well 
as to incentivize you, our members, to patronize their business. 
While many of you patronize them, I know some of you don’t 
request the discount offered, feeling that you’re helping the 
business. Unfortunately, this approach makes it more difficult to 
get them to sponsor us on a recurring basis. They actually judge 
how effective our Friends program is in generating business by 
pulling data from their cash registers to see how many discounts 
were requested. If you don’t request the discount at check out, 
they don’t recognize you as a member of LaVista Park! So please, 
show your LVPCA card when patronizing a Friend (a photo on your 
phone doesn’t count!). If you can’t find your card, send an email 
to registrar@lavistapark.org and we will send you another one.
Larry Hoskins
president@lavistapark.org

Missed Recycling or Trash Pickup?
Don’t wait another week for them to show up! Call 404-294-2900 
and they can put an order in for pickup on the next day.

FRIENDS OF LAVISTA PARK...show your membership card and save!

P.O.BOX 244190 ATLANTA, GA 30324  |  WWW.LAVISTAPARK.ORG

mailto:wendyodesigns@gmail.com
mailto:jackson@jacksonbasshomes.com
http://www.atlantapridemassage.com
mailto:registrar@lavistapark.org
mailto:president@lavistapark.org

