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Happy New Year. Normally we begin this newsletter 
with a note from the association’s President, but for 
the first time in at least 15 years, the LaVista Park Civic 
Association finds itself without a President at its helm. 

In fact, the board is now short a handful of positions in 
addition to President, including: 
 • Executive Vice President, whose main    
 responsibility is our membership drive in the summer
 • Zoning Coordinator, who tracks residential   
 and commercial zoning requests and activity in our   
neighborhood and surrounding area
 • Webmaster, who manages the neighborhood   
 association website and provides basic IT support   
 for the business of the board. We are sad to   
 share that Bob Owen, who was perhaps the best   
 webmaster in the history of our neighborhood,   
 passed away tragically at the end of last year after   
a storm-related accident on LaVista Road.
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There’s an old saying that many hands make 
light work. And so, we the board members are, 
you know… asking for more hands.

This is a volunteer board, made up of neighbors like 
yourself, who offer whatever time they can to protect our 
other neighbors and our common interests. 

We help keep this community safe. We help make sure 
our trash is picked up, our mail is delivered, and our streets 
are maintained. We also help keep neighbors socially 
engaged. This is all happens because residents just like 
you choose to volunteer a few hours of time each month. 
Technology has made serving on the board easier, we 
use Microsoft Teams and Zoom for most meetings, and 
communicating with residents is usually by email or text.

We share this because we desperately need more 
volunteers at any level. Consider that if you step forward 
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Crime Tracking
Our crime tracking data now has seventeen quarters of data as reported to Dekalb 
County Police through the crimemapping.com database and from Brookhaven 
Police and five years of fourth quarter data for comparison. The chart below 
shows the breakout by crime within the area of the LaVista Park Patrol for the 
fourth quarter for the last four years and the three quarters of 2022 and then then a 
summary for the apartment and commercial areas for these same time periods.

There were twenty-seven reported 
crimes in the fourth quarter, which 
is significantly less than the forty 
crimes reported in the fourth quarter 
of 2021. As usual, the majority of 
crime was in the apartments and 
commercial areas, including assault, 
vandalism and commercial burglary. 

Within the residential patrol area, 
there was a significant federal drug 
bust at the beginning of the month 
in the 1200 block of LaVista Drive 
as well as instances of loitering, 
theft, and theft from a vehicle. 
The bottom chart illustrates the 
activities engaged in by the Patrol.

Please note that the LVPCA budget 
includes an annual holiday bonus for 
patrol members to recognize them for 
their efforts and support retention and 
recruitment in this tight labor market. 
Although residents may not recognize 
the patrol members when they are 
doing their rounds as they often travel 
in unmarked cars, be assured that they 
are active and supporting the safety of 
our community. If you would like more 
information on specific patrol activity, 
please email watch@lavistapark.com. 

SAFETY REMINDER: NEXTDOOR 
AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
Nextdoor is a powerful social 
network for finding information 
about our neighborhood, including 
event announcement, business 
recommendations, lost pet notifications, 
and other timely news. While the site 
has stopped publishing individual 
addresses on the platform, many 
users share their personal contact 
information in an effort to support 
the community aspect of the site. 
However, all social networks 
have criminal activity in one form 
or another and it is important to 
take steps to prevent yourself from 
becoming a victim, including: 
• Do not share personal 
information: posting your address, 
identifiable location, phone number 
or email address can open you 
up fraud and other crimes like 

 LaVista Park Patrol Activities                                             
2019 2020 2021 2022

Activity Q4 Q4 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

House Checks 441 310 258 179 155 225 136

Construction Checks 0 0 43 66 29 70 5

Stops 54 21 43 23 16 27 13

Resident Contacts 0 63 0 0 0 218 47

Package Assists 30 33 29 28 13 19 12

Alarms 20 11 0 0 0 0 3

Brookhaven PD Assists 0 4 9 6 0 6 3

Abandoned Cars 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Arrest Assist 1 3 0 0 0 0 1
        
         

 LaVista Park Crime Tracking                                          
TYPE OF CRIME Q4 2018 Q4 2019 Q4 2020 Q4 2021 Q1

2022 Q2 2022 Q3 2022 Q4 2022

Assault/Battery 2 0 1 5 1 0 1 1

Auto Theft 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Criminal Trespass 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Domestic Dispute 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Drugs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

DUI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Fraud 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 1

Kidnapping 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Loitering 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 2

Mail Theft 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Property Damage 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Residential Burglary 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 0

Residential Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sex Crime 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Terroristic Threats 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Theft 1 1 0 0 0 2 1 1

Theft from Vehicle 3 0 2 1 1 2 1 0

Weapons Charge 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Vandalism 0 1 3 0 0 0 2 0

LVP PATROL AREA 7 3 9 6 5 7 11 7
Apartments/Comm’l 20 17 28 40 14 25 29 20

Total Crimes 27 20 40 46 19 32 40 27
         

continued on next page
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Board member message continued...

theft. Keep this information private when posting. 
• Be careful when seeking recommendations: while most 
recommendations are posted by individuals with good intentions, 
it’s impossible to identify those that are legitimate and those that are 
not. Consider recommendations carefully and proceed with caution.
• Understand the risks of private messages: contacting users by 
private message is a common tactic used by scammers as they 
are not subject to public scrutiny. If you don’t know the individual 
messaging you, it’s best to move the conversation elsewhere. 

RIDE ALONG WITH THE PATROL 
The LaVista Park Patrol is out in the neighborhood regularly 
during the week, keeping an eye on our streets and homes. 
However, they often travel in unmarked cars to give them the 
best opportunity to approach those who may not be here for the 
right reasons. If you are curious about what the Patrol is up to, 
we invite you to schedule a ride along with one of our off-duty 
officers. Simply email watch@lavistapark.org and we’ll help you 

get something set up. It is an eye opening experience and one that is 
beneficial to understanding the dynamics of our wonderful community. 

YOU ARE THE BEST DETERRENT TO CRIME
The best deterrent to crime is awareness in the neighborhood. Residents 
are the eyes and ears of the patrol, which can’t be everywhere at 
all times. Please continue to be vigilant of your surroundings and 
secure your property and vehicles. If you see a person who appears 
to be homeless, keep an eye out for them entering private property. 

If that occurs, or if you see a crime or the results of one, 
please call 911 first (call 404-843-6670 for Brookhaven) and 
then the Patrol at 404-827-8635 or watch@lavistapark.com. 

If you are using a cell phone, be sure to download the SMART 911 app 
and register your phone to provide key information to first responders.

Laura Guitar, LVPCA Watch Coordinator

continued from previous page

and are willing to serve in an existing position, the 
individual currently in that role may agree to become 
the next president or executive vice president. And 
maybe you agree just to try this for a few months. The 
way we see it, any time volunteered is better than none 
at all. Please, please call, text, or email one of our 
current board members. Or send a note to president@
lavistapark.org. We will be monitoring that email.

And lets us share that it’s not just all work.

Some of our board members, who first met each other 
working on the board, are now the closest of friends in 
their personal lives. We’ve shared plenty of glasses of 
wine between us and have many more in our future. 
To an individual, our board members are passionate, 
caring, fun and engaged individuals. We welcome 
you to join us and celebrate the new year by getting 
more involved in your neighborhood. 

In this new year, we also say goodbye to outgoing 
president Larry Hoskins. His work as President of this 
association has been unparalleled. At the same time, 
the board would note that the level of work that Larry 
brought to the board is not a standard. No one should 
expect the next president, or any other board member 
for that matter, to put in that kind of attention to detail. 

And that’s okay. 

The concerns our neighborhood faces in the new year 
are familiar - maintaining excellent City and County 
services and dealing with crime. We’re hearing reports 
of cars being broken into and catalytic convertors stolen 
from parked vehicles. The urban camps and some of their 
residents with mental health issues continue to be a concern 
for our neighborhood and other stakeholders. Our patrol 
continues to be active and we receive reports from them 
regularly about their engagement. 

For those who missed the last quarterly meeting, there 
was some good news to report about property taxes. The 
special tax district that began when we joined Brookhaven, 
which was meant to right the neglect left behind by Dekalb, 
is going to end earlier than anticipated. Residents will soon 
see the discount from DeKalb that was preached about 
when we joined Brookhaven.

We continue to maintain excellent relationships with our 
elected officials at the city, county and state level.

And again - please join us. We need your help. We need 
your expertise. And this neighborhood is full of more than 
capable people. We look forward to hearing from you. 
Thank you. 

continued from page 1

mailto:watch@lavistapark.org
mailto:watch@lavistapark.com
mailto:president@lavistapark.org
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Dekalb History Center

Brookhaven Police Chief

The DeKalb History Center Museum is located in the historic 
DeKalb County Courthouse and is open Monday - Thursday. 
It features permanent and temporary exhibits relating to all 
aspects of the County’s history.

The DeKalb History Center collects, preserves, and shares the 
history of DeKalb County, Georgia. The archives and museum 
are located inside the historic Old Courthouse on the Square 
in downtown Decatur. In the History Center, you can research 
many local history topics including genealogy and family 
history, cemeteries, historic homes and properties, the Civil 
War, and the Civil Rights movement, in addition to DeKalb 
cities, including Stone Mountain, Tucker, and Dunwoody.. 

The records include cemetery files, maps, oral histories, 
photographs, and newspapers.  The History Center is not an 
archive for Dekalb County government or property records.  
The source of the center’s records primarily come from 
individuals, businesses, families, and churches.

Upcoming programs include:
Black History Month Celebration with a history of Black 
Church Music on February 9, 2023, from 11 am to 1 pm.

Brookhaven’s first police chief, Gary Yandura, retired in 
January 2023.  The City of Brookhaven promoted Deputy 
Chief Brandon Gurley to be the new Chief of Police.

Gurley joined the Brookhaven Police Department in 
April 2013 just ten days after the hiring of the City’s first 
Police Chief, Gary Yandura, and had a crucial role of 
the startup and development of the City of Brookhaven’s 
police department.  Once the department took over police 
services from neighboring DeKalb County, Deputy Chief 
Gurley commanded the day shift patrol units before taking 
command of the Support Services Division.  In January 
2016, he took over command of the Patrol Division and 
its forty-four members to include four lieutenants, four 
sergeants, and four corporals. He was promoted to Deputy 
Chief of Police in March 2019.

Gurley began his law enforcement career in 1999 with 
the Paulding County Sheriff’s Office before joining the 
Sandy Springs Police Department in 2012.  During his law 
enforcement career, Gurley has worked in or with the 911 
center, detention center, patrol, criminal investigations, 

Archives Research 101: Identifying Images on January 31, 
2023, from 2 pm to 4 pm.

Westview Abby and Cemetery Tour on February 7, 2023, 
at 10 am.

The Center is open Monday through Friday: 10 am to 4 
pm, Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm.  The History Center is also 
available for rent for private events such as weddings or 
parties.  For more information or to purchase tickets, call 
404-373-1088, ext. 20 or visit: https://dekalbhistory.
org/.

community engagement, and media relations.  He also 
served as team leader for the Paulding County SWAT 
team and the Crisis Negotiations Team for both Paulding 
and Sandy Springs.  Gurley has received numerous 
commendations and awards including the Life Saving 
Award, Medal of Valor, a Medal of Merit, and Deputy 
of the Year. 

Gurley has a Master of Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Criminal Justice Administration through Georgia State 
University, a Bachelor’s degree in criminal justice, and 

an Associate’s degree in 
liberal studies.

The Brookhaven Police 
Department is located at 
2665 Buford Highway.  Their 
main phone number is (404) 
637-0600.  The anonymous 
tip line is (404) 637-0636.

http://dekalbhistory.org
http://dekalbhistory.org


Neighborhood News - ISSUE #1  2023

page 5

LVCPA volunteers planted 250 daffodil bulbs on 
Saturday, December 3rd, as a memorial garden in 
cooperation with the Daffodil Project. The Daffodil 
Project seeks to honor the memory of children killed 
in the Holocaust or who are suffering in humanitarian 
crises in the world today, with a worldwide goal of 
planting 1.5 million bulbs.  Other City of Brookhaven 
parks are participating, with a total of 3000 bulbs 
planted in 2022. Expenses were covered by a small 
change grant from Park Pride. The planting is near the 
head of the steps to the pond patio. Many thanks to our 
volunteers for showing up on a rainy Saturday, and we 
look forward to a spectacular display in early spring. 

The City of Brookhaven has agreed in principle to 
contract for tree work in the park in early 2023. Tyler 
Lenn, one of the city arborists, did a walk through with us 
in late November. They will remove the unsightly dead 
tree in the flood zone near the corner of Wild Creek and 
Brook Forest.  They will also remove several dead trees 
along the path in the upper park. We are told that some 
of these were killed by the goats, which stripped the bark 
at ground level. The arborist gently reminds neighbors 
and friends of the park that many ornamentals have the 
potential to become invasive in woodland areas.  We 

It’s not too soon to start planning for spring blooms! 
Whether or not you have a green thumb, you’re invited 
to join our upcoming LaVista Park Garden Club kick 
off meeting. The meeting will be held at on Monday, 

Park Update  – Winter 2023

Garden Club 2023 Kick Off Meeting

are encouraged to do plantings in contained areas (such 
as around the entrance monuments) but not in the wooded 
areas.

We look forward to more volunteer events in 2023.  There 
are still a lot of invasive plants to remove, particularly English 
Ivy.  We would like to build out stonework around benches 
and picnic tables.  We also look forward to working with the 
City of Brookhaven as they incorporate our newly annexed 
LaVista Park neighborhood into an updated master plan 
and consider projects for the next round of bond funding.

Scan This QR Code 
to Join LVPCA

When you scan this QR code using your 
phone or tablet, it will take you straight 
to the LVPCA membership page where 
you can pay via PayPal. 

If you don’t have a QR Code reader, 
you can download it as a free app for 

Daffodil planting. Left to right: Steve Graves, Mike Principino, Bill 
Dynan, Linda Long, Lucas Curry, Jennifer Orlow, and Anne Carley.

February 13th, at 7:00 pm at 1203 Sheridan Road. For more 
information, please call (404) 321-4684. We look forward to 
seeing you there to talk all things green and growing! 
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Anyone who has driven on North Druid Hills at I-85 can’t 
help but see the new campus for Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta.  When completed it will have more than 70 acres of 
campus and is planned to be transformative greenspace. It 
will also have four times the number of hardwood trees that 
are currently on site, miles of walking and biking trails on the 
campus, and a one-mile multiuse trail on the perimeter of the 
site. According to CHOA, scientific research suggests that a 
connection to nature accelerates healing. Having access to 
nature and views translates to 8.5 percent shorter hospital 
stays, increased pain tolerance, and reduced stress, blood 
pressure and pain.

CHOA states that its campus will be a significant improvement 
over existing conditions due to reduced surface parking, more 
efficient building design, modern stormwater management 
techniques, use of modern construction materials, increase in 
vegetation and tree count, and more. They have extensively 
studied wind and noise patterns as well to ensure minimal 
impact on neighbors.

The North Durid Hills Campus will include a new hospital 
and an adjacent South Tower, in addition to the existing 
Center for Advanced Pediatrics and staff Support Center 
on the northwestern edge of the campus. The South Tower 
at Arthur M. Blank Hospital will house the Aflac Cancer and 
Blood Disorders Center, Transplant and Heart Center Clinics, 
Infusion Center, outpatient phlebotomy, and family education 
classrooms.

CHOA believes that the North Druid Hills campus will be a 
huge leap forward in how they care for Georgia’s kids. Here 

Brookhaven purchased its first city-owned street sweeper.  
The City Council approved the purchase of the sweeper 
back in April.

Brookhaven Public Works Deputy Director, Tom Roberts, 
has said that the current street sweeping program diverts 
about forty tons of debris that would otherwise end up in 
creeks and waterways.  The old program was a once a 
year situation with a paid outside contractor.  

With ownership of its own street sweeper the city will have 
the flexibility to clean streets multiple times a year.  

Children’s Healthcare Of Atlanta

Street Sweeper

are some of the highlights:
• 116 more patient beds than currently at Egleston hospital 
helping treat more kids and be well-positioned as the region 
grows and our approaches to treatment change over time
• Larger, private rooms so parents can comfortably stay with 
their children during their most challenging times
• Convenient amenities for families: washers and dryers, 
family lounges and kitchenettes on every floor, with child life 
activity rooms throughout
• More than double the conference and simulation space 
than at Egleston hospital, to help train fellows and allow our 
clinicians to stay current with best practices
• A Special Care Unit (SCU) within the new Emergency 
Department for the treatment of patients with potentially 
highly infectious disease cases
• The use of sustainable materials has been prioritized in the 
planning and design process for energy and water efficiency. 
The Center for Advance Pediatrics is Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certified, and the newly 
opened Support Center and future Arthur M. Blank Hospital 
are on track to earn LEED Silver certification
For more information visit:  
www.choa.org/give/vision/future-campus

In essence, the sweeper is a huge vacuum cleaner using 
water spray nozzles to moisten, brushes to loosen, and a 
recycled air system to clean debris.  

Signage will be placed in neighborhoods to alert residents 
when the sweeper is preparing to make a visit.  

To learn more about Brookhaven’s street sweeping 
program, visit:  
www.brookhavenga.gov/publicworks/page/2022-street-
sweeping-program.

http://www.choa.org/give/vision/future-campus
http://www.brookhavenga.gov/publicworks/page/2022-street-sweeping-program
http://www.brookhavenga.gov/publicworks/page/2022-street-sweeping-program
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Brookhaven will receive federal funding to unite the city’s 
Peachtree Creek Greenway with the Atlanta BeltLine.

On December 14th, the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC) approved $4.5 million that will help connect the 
two trailways, according to a press release. The funding 
is for critical land acquisition for the construction of 
Phase II of the greenway, which will bring the trail closer 
to Atlanta’s city limits. 

According to the release, the ARC also included a 
$400,000 allocation to the city of Atlanta to supplement 
an existing project to extend the BeltLine to the greenway.
 
“People want and need alternatives throughout the 
region,” said Brookhaven Mayor John Ernst in the 
release. “Brookhaven residents are well aware of the 
improvements in quality of life from the Atlanta BeltLine 
and want that here.”

The first mile, or “model mile” of the Peachtree Creek 
Greenway opened up to the public in 2019. The city 
announced it would apply for a separate infrastructure 
grant called the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program in April 

Atlanta Beltline Connection
of this year. According to a city spokesperson, the city did 
not receive that grant. 

The city has previously said that it expects the buildout for 
Phase II to be finished by February of 2027. However, 
spokesperson Burke Brennan said the city is targeting 
mid-to-late 2024 for groundbreaking, with a possible 
completion in 2026.

“This is a significant step toward regional connectivity 
needed in our metro area,” said Atlanta Mayor Andre 
Dickens in the release. “Working across city borders, we 
will be able to connect to and build upon the success of 
the Atlanta BeltLine in creating pedestrian and alternative 
transportation options along a green corridor, leading to a 
more equitable future for all of our residents.”

This funding is in addition to the $11 million granted by the 
ARC to the BeltLine to help complete the Southside and 
Northside Trails.

(This article appeared in RoughDraft Atlanta on December 
16, 2022 and was written by Sammie Purcell.  It is 
reproduced with permission. For more information on 
RoughDraft Atlanta visit: https://roughdraftatlanta.com/).

https://roughdraftatlanta.com
https://peachtreecreekah.com/
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At its January 10th meeting, 
the Brookhaven City Council 
approved a six-month moratorium 
on all land use petitions and 
land development permits on the 
section of Buford Highway within 
the city limits.

“Buford Highway is an 
exciting corridor in the City of 
Brookhaven. It is our international 
culture corridor. There are many 
opportunities for development 
and redevelopment along Buford 
Highway, but as we are reviewing 
the Comprehensive Plan at this 
juncture, it’s a good time to pause 
and ensure we have a game plan 
for the future,” said District 4/
LaVista Park Councilman John 
Funny. 

The moratorium remains in effect until July 1st but can 
be rescinded when the Comprehensive Plan and zoning 
updates are enacted.  The moratorium will not affect land 
use petitions and land development permits that have been 
already submitted prior to January 10th.

“The Comprehensive Plan already identifies this area as 
prime for higher densities, and it’s a no-brainer with the 

Briar Vista Elementary School has launched a shoe 
drive fundraiser that will continue through March 9, 
2023. The request is that you donate gently worn, 
used and new shoes by dropping them off at 1131 
Briar Vista Terrace NE. The donations will be weighed 
at the end of the fundraiser and the school will receive 
a check from Funds2Orgs based on the total weight 
of the donated shoes. 

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

capacity that exists along the corridor and the close proximity 
to I-85, Children’s Healthcare and Emory Musculoskeletal,” 
said Councilman Funny. “This moratorium ensures that the 
vision originally created for this area with public input from 
dedicated community stakeholders is properly manifested 
through the Comprehensive Plan re-write process and conveys 
a clear understanding of what we are trying to achieve with 
developers.”

Buford Highway Land Use Moratorium

A Head Start On Spring Cleaning: 
Your Invitation To Help Those In Need 

The funds will then be used to benefit Briar Vista 
Elementary’s Montessori Garden Program and buy tools, 
plants, and market items for its Garden Market. Proceeds 
from the sales of the shoes collected by Funds2Orgs are 
used to support micro-entrepreneurs where economic 
opportunity and jobs are limited. For more information, 
please email Hello@BriarVistaElementary.com. 

https://julistgeorge.kw.com/
mailto:Hello@BriarVistaElementary.com
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The Tara Theater opened in 1968 by Loew’s Theaters and was 
one of the last free-standing theaters in Atlanta.  It was originally 
called Loew’s Tara.  The theater became part of the local Lefont 
Theater Group in the 1980s.  It was sold in 1990 to Hoyt’s 
Cinemas and then to United Artists (which is owned by Regal 
Cinemas) in 1993.  The Tara closed in November 2022.  

The Tara opened with a 70mm, stereophonic presentation of the 
film Gone with the Wind on its 60-foot screen.  Its single screen 
with seating for 1,200 was later twinned. In the 1970s, one of 
the twin theaters was twinned itself, and a separate fourth theater 
was added onto the building.  In 1977, Burt Reynolds hosted the 
premiere of “Smokey and the Bandit” at Tara. That same year, 
the theater was the first in Atlanta to show “Star Wars,” which 
stayed there for nearly six months.

It will surely be missed by not only LaVista Park residents, but all 
of the Atlanta area.

Just about the time The Tara Theater closed, LOOK Dine-in 

The City of Brookhaven has announced that the 2023 Cherry 
Blossom Festival will be held on Saturday, March 25th , and 
Sunday, March, 26th , from 10 am to 6 pm at Blackburn Park. 
Blackburn Park is located at 3493 Ashford Dunwoody Road in 
Brookhaven.

The annual festival will feature two days of music, over 100 local 
and regional artists, a Kidz Zone, Pet World, Classic Car Show, 
and local food and drink vendors.  The festival is pet friendly.

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Cinema opened at 1004 Town Boulevard in November.  It replaces 
CineBistro which closed due to COVID.

The new cinema has seven screens.  Patrons are able to order food 
and drinks (including alcoholic beverages) from their seats.  The menu 
includes snacks and shareables such as quesadillas, cheese fries, 
nacho, and hummus.  There are also two salad selections, three types 
of burgers, chicken wings & tenders, as well as shrimp and pizza and 
other items.  There is also a kid’s menu and a dessert menu.

Brian Schultz, credited as the innovator of in-theater dining and a 
champion for the cinematic experience, is the CEO and Founder of 
LOOK Cinemas, a technology-first luxury cinema brand with locations 
in Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, New York, and Texas, with 
new locations opening across the country. 

As an advocate for conscious capitalism, Schultz aligns his business 
practices with his own personal philosophy, “the more you give, the 
more you get.” LOOK Cinemas creates jobs that pay living wages 
and provides a shared space for the community to come together.

Tara Theater And New Cinema In Brookhaven

Cherry Blossom Festival
Registration for the 5K race, which 
will be held on March 18th, is now 
open.  Proceeds benefit Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta.  The race 
is a qualifier for the Peachtree 
Road Race.  For more information 
on the 5K visit:  https://www.
brookhavenga.gov/festival

https://julistgeorge.kw.com/
 https://raceroster.com/events/2023/67390/brookhaven-cherry-blossom-5k
https://www.brookhavenga.gov/festival
https://www.brookhavenga.gov/festival
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Much is unknown about how coyotes move throughout urban 
areas, such as metro Atlanta, as well as their effect on humans 
and other wildlife.  For example, why are coyotes found in 
some areas of the city but not others?

A new study led by the University of Georgia’s Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources  aims to shed some 
light on how coyotes adapt to these spaces.  The goal of the 
three-year project is to track coyote movement and combine 
that data with other reports of human-wildlife interactions and 
human demographics to paint a fuller picture of how wildlife 
can adapt to human environments.

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Urban Wildlife 
Program is a key partner on the project.  DNR keeps records 
on reported wildlife interactions and conducts outreach to 
educate residents on how to reduce human-wildlife issues.  
This project will help inform new education and outreach in 
the community.

A key component of the research is understanding coyote 
movement and distribution by tracking them.  The project 
officially launched in January 2022 when humane traps 
were set out inside the Perimeter.  The traps are continuously 
monitored, and when a cayote is caught a GPS-enabled 
collar is put on the coyote to track its movements.  The traps 
are designed to prevent injury and are identified with signage.  
If a resident sees a coyote with a GPS collar, they do not need 
to do anything.

The project will collect data over several seasons, and 
researchers hope this information will offer new insights into 
the number and distribution of coyotes, when they are in 
certain places, and what they are doing there.

In August 2020 I was approached (after complaining 
about an article) by then LaVista Park Civic Association 
president, Larry Hoskins, about becoming the editor of this 
quarterly newsletter.  Since that time, I had the opportunity 
to work closely with Larry about things of interest to our 
neighborhood.

I have personally been involved with five civic associations 
in my lifetime and I have never seen someone as proficient 
and engaged as Larry was.  He was a true asset to our 

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Neighbor Spotlight - Frank and Heather Tangren

Wildlife cameras will also be set up throughout metro Atlanta.  
These cameras  will offer additional information on species beyond 
coyotes, such as racoons, foxes, skunks and deer. 

For more information on the details of the program and more 
information about how to reduce human-wildlife conflicts, visit 
https://wildlifeatlanta.org/.

In addition to the UGA and DNR program, The Atlanta Coyote 
Project provides the public with general information about the 
biology and history of coyotes.  It is a centralized location to 
report coyote sightings, activity, and incidents across metro Atlanta 
and urban Georgia.  The Atlanta Coyote Project also conducts 
peer-reviewed, scientific research.  For more information about the 
Atlanta Coyote Project visit:  https://atlantacoyoteproject.org/.

(Portions of this article were written by Kristen Morales with 
the UGA Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources.  It is 
reproduced, in part, here with permission.  For more information 
about the Warnell School visit:  https://warnell.uga.edu/).

Coyotes

Editors Note
association and spent countless hours, all uncompensated, 
dealing with a wide rage of issues.  He was always available 
to help explain or research any aspect of the many things that 
could have an impact on the community.  He had the ear of our 
elected and appointed governmental representatives and was 
a strong advocate for LaVista Park.

Larry will truly be missed.  We all owe him a huge thank you for 
his years of service.

https://julistgeorge.kw.com/
http://wildlifeatlanta.org
http://atlantacoyoteproject.org
https://warnell.uga.edu
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Bradford Smith
REALTOR®
Homeowner and resident of Lavista Park

Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s International Realty 
1555 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100
Atlanta, Georgia 30309
d. 404.210.4141     f. 404.835.5812
o. 404.874.0300
bradfordsmith@atlantafinehomes.com
atlantafinehomes.com

©MMXIX Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service 
marks used with permission. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

virtual public 
relations firm
Drew Plant, LaVista Park homeowner since 2002 

6 7 8 . 6 3 7 . 5 5 3 2 

www.PlantCommunications.com

Bill Golden with assistant, Ida Lou

Bill Golden: Your LaVista Park Real Estate Expert 
Bill serves buyers & sellers; rst-time buyers to downsizers, & second-generation clients

LaVista Park homeowner since 1996 ▪

Full-time intown Atlanta Realtor for 30+ years ▪

Quoted in media as real estate expert ▪

Longtime LVPCA supporter; proud to be a Platinum Sponsor ▪

Board of Directors, Pets Are Loving Support (PALS ▪

www.palsatlanta.org) 

Thank you neighbors, friends, family, clients, and business ▪

partners & colleagues!

There’s no one right answer: 
Your individual wants, needs & 
goals are the most important 
parts of my real-estate equation. 

404.295.6270

1125 Wild Creek Trail

Bill@BillGoldenHomes.com

www.BillGoldenHomes.com

facebook.com/BillGoldenHomes   instagram.com/billgoldenhomes/ linkedin.com/in/billgoldenhomes/ 

http://www.billgoldenhomes.com
mailto:bill%40billgoldenhomes.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/bill.golden.528
https://www.linkedin.com/in/billgoldenhomes
https://www.instagram.com/billgoldenhomes/
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1-pound raw shrimp cut in 1/2” pieces
2 lemons
2/3 limes
1/3 cup diced bell peppers 
   (green, red, orange)
1/3 cup diced yellow onion
¼ cup red onion, diced
1/3-pint cherry tomatoes, halved

2 Cups of sliced (rings) onions – Yellow or Vidalia
4 Teaspoons Butter
3 Cups of Beef Broth
2 Cups of Chicken Broth
1/8 Teaspoon White Pepper
¼ Teaspoon Garlic Power
Croutons or Tosted French Bread Slices 
Gruyere Cheese, grated

1 cup fresh blackberries
1 cup fresh raspberries
1 cup fresh blueberries
2 tablespoons white sugar
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup rolled oats
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
3/4 cup butter

Shrimp Ceviche Appetizer (makes 4 servings)

French Onion Soup

Triple Berry Crisp Dessert       

Directions:
Juice lemons and limes, then add to shrimp.  
Marinate (covered) in refrigerator for 1 hour.

Add vegetables, cilantro, salt, and pepper. 
Marinate for at least 1 more hour in refrigerator (covered), 
taste, and adjust salt and pepper as needed.

Sauté onions in butter (or oil) in a heavy 6-cup saucepot until golden brown, 
stirring often.  Add beef broth, chicken broth, pepper, and garlic powder.  Bring to 
a boil and simmer, covered, 30 to 45 minutes.  Ladle into individual serving crocks 
and add croutons (or toasted French Bread).  Top with grated Gruyere cheese and 
put under oven broiler until lightly brown.

This soup freezes well.  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees

In a large bowl, gently toss together blackberries, raspberries, 
blueberries, and white sugar; set aside.

In a separate large bowl, combine flour, oats, brown sugar, 
cinnamon, and nutmeg. Cut in butter until crumbly. Press half of 
mixture in the bottom of a 9x13 inch pan. Cover with berries. 
Sprinkle remaining crumble mixture over the berries.

Bake in the preheated oven for 30 to 40 minutes, or until fruit 
is bubbly and topping is golden brown.

Prep Time: 20m Cook Time: 40m Servings: 9 servings

1/3 bunch cilantro
1 1/3 jalapeno peppers, diced
2/3 teaspoon salt
Pepper, to taste
Tabasco sauce, to taste

https://julistgeorge.kw.com/fallfestivals
https://julistgeorge.kw.com/
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December 2022 - Did We Enter A Buyer's Market? 

Maximillian Corwell | Top 1% Realtors Nationwide | HGTV Consultant, "Property Brothers"

CONTACT

404.216.4816 (direct)
404.876.4901 (office)

max@corwellfinehomes.com

OVER $125M

IN CLOSED SALES

Lavista Park Resident

LVPA Platinum Sponsor
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https://www.zillow.com/profile/jackson217/
https://www.jacksonbasshomes.com/
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Almost $17 million sold in 
Lavista Park since 2017!

Compass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No
statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually
staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Your Lavista 
Park Experts

1191 Kingsley Cir NE,Atlanta, GA 30324
5 BD | 4.5 BA | 4,528 Sq Ft | $1,561,700

Matthew Doyle
matthew.doyle@compass.com
M: 561.707.6139 | O: 404.668.6621 

David Goodrowe
david.goodrowe@compass.com
M: 404.333.3190 | O: 404.668.6621 

1303 Citadel Dr NE, Atlanta, GA 30324
5 BD | 5 BA | Price TBD

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook 

Follow us @Atlantamodernhomes 

Matt & David are among the go-to leaders in 
luxury modern real estate in Atlanta. Their shared 
passions for all things modern brought them 
together in 2016 when they formed Doyle 
Goodrowe. Soon after, they helped establish 
@AtlantaModernHomes, a social media platform 
designed to connect anyone with a passion for 
modern design, real estate & architecture. Here, 
Atlantans can celebrate the vibrant modern 
architecture of our city. 

Proud sponsors of the Lavista Park Fall Festival

SOLD

COMING SOON

https://www.instagram.com/doyle.goodrowe/
https://www.facebook.com/DoyleGoodrowe
https://www.compass.com/agents/doylegoodrowe/
https://www.facebook.com/DoyleGoodrowe
https://www.instagram.com/doyle.goodrowe/
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President 
Open, president@lavistapark.org 
Executive Vice President 
Open, execvp@lavistapark.org 
Secretary 
Renata Ellington, secretary@lavistapark.org 
Registrar 
Emily Qiu-Collins, registrar@lavistapark.org 
Treasurer 
Marsha Hanus, treasurer@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 1 
Jay Horton,  vp1@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 2 
Steve Osunsami, vp2@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 3 
Ronnie Phillips, vp3@lavistapark.org 
Vice President, Section 4 
Juli St. George , vp4@lavistapark.org 
Patrol Coordinator 
Laura Guitar, watch@lavistapark.org 
Zoning Coordinators 
Open, zoning@lavistapark.org 
Park Coordinator 
Bill Dynam, LVPark@lavistapark.org 
Webmaster 
Open, technology@lavistapark.org

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency  911
Animal Services – Stray Animals  404-294-2996
Drainage Problems 404-297-3840
Code Enforcement  
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, code@brookhavenga.gov, 
                       or Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 770-724-7940
DeKalb Rape Crisis Center 404-377-2428
Driver’s License 678-423-8400
General Information 404-371-2000
Marta Complaint Line 404-848-4800
Potholes
     Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 404-297-3840
Sanitation 404-294-2900
Property Tax 404-298-4000
Traffic Signal Malfunction 404-297-3929
Trees Down 
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0540
    Dekalb: 404-297-3840
Voter Registration 404-298-4020
Water Billing 404-378-4475
Zoning 
    Brookhaven: 404-637-0500, Brookhaven Connect app
    Dekalb: 404-371-4915
 

United States Senate
Raphael Warnock, Senator  (202) 224-3643
www.senate.gov/senators/117thCongress/warnock-raphael.htm

Jon Ossoff, Senator    (202) 224-3521
www.ossoff.senate.gov/

United States Representative – 5th Congressional District
Hank Johnson    (202) 225-1605
https://hankjohnson.house.gov/

Governor
Brian Kemp   (404) 656-1776
https://georgia.gov/contact-georgiagov

Georgia State Senate – District 42
Elena Parent   (404) 656-5109
elena.parent@senate.ga.gov

Georgia State House of Representatives – District 82
Mary Margaret Oliver  (404) 377-0485
mary.oliver@house.ga.gov

Mayor – City of Brookhaven
John A. Ernst, Jr.  (404) 637-0710 
john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov

City Manager – City of Brookhaven
Christian Sigman  (404) 637-0513 
christian.sigman@brookhavenga.gov

City Council – City of Brookhaven – District 4
John Funny    (404) 637-0718 
John.funny@brookhavenga.gov

Dekalb County School Board – District 2
Whitney McGinnis  (404) 946-8344

Dekalb County Commission - District 2
Michelle Long Spears  (770) 335-4080
mlspears@dekalbcountyga.gov

Dekalb County Dekalb County CEO
Michael Thurmond  (404) 371-2881
CEOMichaelThurmond@dekalbcountyga.gov

Brookhaven City Hall 
4362 Peachtree Road NE  
Brookhaven, Georgia 30319
(404) 637-0500

LVP Security Patrol  (404)  827-8635
If you see a crime in progress, or something that just looks suspicious 
or out of place, your first call should ALWAYS be to 911 or 404-843-
6670 for Brookhaven Police.. The Patrol works limited hours and may 
or may not be on duty. The patrol does have a dedicated phone line 
on which you can leave a message.

KEY CONTACT INFO

mailto:president@lavistapark.org
mailto:execvp@lavistapark.org
mailto:registrar@lavistapark.org
mailto:treasurer@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp1@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp2@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp3@lavistapark.org
mailto:vp4@lavistapark.org
mailto:watch@lavistapark.org
mailto:zoning@lavistapark.org
mailto:LVPark@lavistapark.org
mailto:technology@lavistapark.org
https://nikemawilliams.house.gov/contact 
https://georgia.gov/contact-georgiagov
http://elena.parent@senate.ga.gov
http://mary.oliver@house.ga.gov 
http://john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov 
http://christian.sigman@brookhavenga.gov
mailto:CEOMichaelThurmond@dekalbcountyga.gov 
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This newsletter reaches over 500 households. Advertising rates 
start at $35 per issue, or 4 ads for $100 for a 1/8 page ad. 
Other ad sizes are available. Contact president@lavistapark.
org for more details. Camera-ready art must be submitted 
in one of the following electronic file formats: TIFF, EPS, PDF
Newsletter Published Quarterly
Editor:   Dennis Bickham, DennisBTR@gmail.com
Design:  wendyodesigns@gmail.com

Level Friend Contact Incentive

PLATINUM Doyle/Goodrowe 
Curated Living

Matthew Doyle: 561-707-6139     
David Goodrowe: 561-07-6139 
matthew.doyle@compass.com     
david.goodrowe@compass.com                   

Bill Golden Homes, LLC 404-295-6270                                                  
billgolden57@gmail.com                               

Receive a reusable Bill Golden Homes tote swag 
bag filled & tailored to you + a complimentary 
market analysis & digital marketing plan.

Maximillian Corwell | 
Atlanta

404-216-4816                                                     
max@corwellfinehomes.com

$500 donation to LVPCA and up to $2,000 credit 
towards staging or closing credit on transactions 
over $700k

Jackson Bass Homes, Inc 404-694-4663     
jackson@jacksonbasshomes.com                                                      

Receive a FREE Interior Design Staging Consultation 
from Design2Sell Home Stagers when listing their 
home with Jackson Bass for Sale ($275 value)

Peachtree Creek Animal 
Hospital

404-467-8779                                                      
peachtreecreekah.com                                   
1085 Lindbergh Dr, Ste 100                                

Free nail trim

GOLD EATaliano
404-321-2111                                                     
marie@eatalianokitchen.com               
2480 Briarcliff Rd

10% off dinner bill

Mellow Mushroom 404-325-0330   1679 LaVista Rd                                     
www.mellowmushroom.com    10% discount

SILVER Juli St George 
Real Estate Team

404-668-8975                                                    
juli@theperfectproperty.com

"Complimentary Comprehensive Market Analysis 
- no obligation. Complementary Deep House Clean-
ing Service with signed Listing Agreement 
 (value up to $500)"

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Garbage & Recycling
Friends Program – SHOW YOUR CARD
One of the benefits of membership in the LaVista Park Civic 
Association are the incentives offered by the Friends of Lavista Park. 
These 12 local businesses have made contributions to our civic 
association to be good neighbors who support our mission as well 
as to incentivize you, our members, to patronize their business. 
While many of you patronize them, I know some of you don’t 
request the discount offered, feeling that you’re helping the 
business. Unfortunately, this approach makes it more difficult to 
get them to sponsor us on a recurring basis. They actually judge 
how effective our Friends program is in generating business by 
pulling data from their cash registers to see how many discounts 
were requested. If you don’t request the discount at check out, 
they don’t recognize you as a member of LaVista Park! So please, 
show your LVPCA card when patronizing a Friend (a photo on your 
phone doesn’t count!). If you can’t find your card, send an email 
to registrar@lavistapark.org and we will send you another one.

Missed Recycling or Trash Pickup?
Don’t wait another week for them to show up! Call 404-294-
2900 and they can put an order in for pickup on the next day.

FRIENDS OF LAVISTA PARK...show your membership card and save!

P.O.BOX 244190 ATLANTA, GA 30324  |  WWW.LAVISTAPARK.ORG

mailto:DennisBTR@gmail.com
mailto:wendyodesigns%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:registrar%40lavistapark.org?subject=
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